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Gilbert Simondon (1924-1989)

• Individuation
• An individuating operation, which is not 

based on pre-existing individuals

• Transduction
• Transformation is thought as 

morphogenesis by transduction

Clay is not informed by the mold from without –
it is potential for deformations. The individuation 
of a clay brick appears as an evolving energetic 
system.

Being does not possess unity of identity which is 
that of the stable state in which no trans-
formation is possible: being posses transductive
unity.

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Let us recall what we have covered of Gilbert Simondon's philosophy. He wants to understand things in their becoming. Key concepts are individuation and transduction. He understands becoming as a process, as an operation. He explains his position using the example of the creation of clay bricks. One cannot take the mold as a given in the explanation. We must understand the evolution of the whole energetic system necessary for the production of clay bricks. Clay has the potential for deformation. To do this with a mold is only one possibility. It is important to understand the entire work process.
Another key concept is transduction. It understands becoming as a translation process induced by a little change of a metastable system.
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Against dualisms

Analog
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…
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Gilbert Simondon is strongly against a dualistic way of thinking, especially against hylomorphism. I hope you remember our discussion on this term of Aristotle.
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O n the m ode of ex i s tence of techni ca l  objects

• Genesis of the technical object: 
The process of concretization

• Evolution of the technical reality:
Element – Individual – Ensemble  

Part II

Man and the technical object
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Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) 

The Human Condition
Arendt is interested in the vita activa (active life) 
as contrasted with the vita contemplativa
(contemplative life) and concerned that the 
debate over the relative status of the two has 
blinded us to important insights about the vita 
activa and the way in which it has changed since 
ancient times. She distinguishes three sorts of 
activity (labor, work, and action) and discusses 
how they have been affected by changes in 
Western history. 

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Arendt introduces the term vita activa (active life) by distinguishing it from vita contemplativa (contemplative life). Ancient philosophers insisted upon the superiority of the vita contemplativa, for which the vita activa merely provided necessities. Karl Marx flipped the hierarchy, claiming that the vita contemplativa is merely a superstructure on the fundamental basic life-processes of a society. Arendt's thesis is that the concerns of the vita activa are neither superior nor inferior to those of the vita contemplativa, nor are they the same. The vita activa may be divided into three sorts of activities: labor, work and action.
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Labor

human activity directed at meeting biological (and perhaps other) 
necessities for self-preservation and the reproduction of the species.

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
According to Arendt, ancient Greek life was divided between two realms: the public realm in which "action" was performed, and the private realm, site of the household ruled by its head. The mark of the private was not intimacy, as it is in modern times, but biological necessity. In the private realm, heads of households took care of needs for food, shelter, and sex. By contrast, the public realm was a realm of freedom from these biological necessities, a realm in which one could distinguish oneself through "great words and great deeds." Property requirements for citizenship reflected the understanding that unless one was able to take care of one's biological necessities, one could not be free from them and hence could not participate in the public realm as a free person among equals. Slaves and subordinated women were confined to the private realm where they met the biological necessities of the head of the household. The public realm naturally was accorded higher status than the private.[
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Work

Work, unlike labor, has a clearly defined beginning and end. It leaves 
behind a durable object, such as a tool, rather than an object for 
consumption.

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
These durable objects become part of the world we live in. 
Work involves an element of violation or violence in which the worker interrupts nature in order to obtain and shape raw materials. 
For example, a tree is cut down to obtain wood, or the earth is mined to obtain metals. 
Work comprises the whole process, from the original idea for the object, to the obtaining of raw materials, to the finished product. 
The process of work is determined by the categories of means and end. Arendt thinks that thinking of ourselves primarily as workers leads to a sort of instrumental reasoning in which it is natural to think of everything as a potential means to some further end.



6/25/2024 The Machinic Project – The Human Condition 7

Action

Action is the means by which we distinguish ourselves from others as 
unique and unexchangeable beings.

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
The third type of activity, action 
(which includes both speech and action), 
is the means by which humans disclose themselves to others. 
Indeed, the self revealed in action is more than likely concealed from the person acting, 
revealed only in the story of her action. 
These stories can be recorded in documents or monuments and be visible in everyday objects and works of art. 
But the stories told are very different from these "reifications", 
because they "tell us more about their subjects, than any product of human hands ever tells us about the master who produced it". 
Quotation:
"Human plurality, 
the basic condition of both action and speech, 
has the twofold character of equality and distinction.
 If men were not equal, 
they could neither understand each other, 
nor understand their predecessors, 
nor make plans for the future and foresee the needs of their successors".


The vita activa consists of these three sorts of activity: labor, work, action. 
In the course of history, they change their shape and their relationship to each other, 
thereby shaping different forms of society. 
Hannah Arend's thinking is thus related to that of Gilbert Simondon. That is why I have given you this book reference. But now I will return to our reading of Gilbert Simondon.
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O n the m ode of ex i s tence of techni ca l  objects

• Genesis of the technical object: 
The process of concretization

• Evolution of the technical reality:
Element – Individual – Ensemble  

Part II

Man and the technical object

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
We discussed already the first part:
Chapter 1
Chapter 2
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T he tw o funda m enta l  m odes  of r el a ti on 
betw een m a n a nd the techni ca l  gi v en
1. Social majority and minority of technics

• The status of minority is one whereby the technical object is firstly an object of utility. In this 
case the encounter between the technical object and man occurs essentially during 
childhood.

2. Technics learned by the child and technics thought by the adult
• From manual dexterity to clearly represented schemas

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
In childhood technical knowledge is implicit, non-reflective, and habitual. 
That is the status of social minority. 
Conversely the status of majority correspondents to an operation of reflection and self-awareness based on rational knowledge. The knowledge of an apprentice is thus distinguished from that of the engineer.
We find the existence of a technical subconsciousness, which cannot be verbalized in clear terms by reflective activity, in farmers or shepherds, capable of directly grasping the value of seeds, …, finding the best place to plant a tree… These men are experts in the etymological sense of the term: they take part in the living nature of the things. … The second part is a rational, theoretical, scientific, and universal knowledge. The best example is Diderot and d’Alembert’s Encyclopedia.
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T he tw o funda m enta l  m odes  of r el a ti on 
betw een m a n a nd the techni ca l  gi v en
1. Social majority and minority of technics
2. Technics learned by the child and technics thought by the adult

3. The common nature of minor technics and major technics. The 
signification of encyclopedism
The move from minority to majority by enlarging the circle of knowledge we 
encounter in three occasions  Describe them and reflect about! 

4. Necessity of a synthesis between the mayor and the minor modes 
of access to technics in the domain education
Summarize the arguments and discuss them!


	Gilbert Simondon (1924-1989)
	Against dualisms
	On the mode of existence of technical objects
	Foliennummer 4
	Labor
	Work
	Action
	On the mode of existence of technical objects
	The two fundamental modes of relation between man and the technical given
	The two fundamental modes of relation between man and the technical given

